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A Word from the Editor

Disclaimer and Editorial Policy: The Zamboni is a student-run humor and satire publication of Tufts University.  In no way do the views 
expressed herein necessarily reflect those of Tufts University, or even the editors. So, don't go e-mailing the people listed in the staff box, 
especially since we make some of the names up. All material is meant to be viewed as humorous and should not be taken seriously, but keep 
in mind, we still love a good Viewpoints face-off.  We accept any and all submissions from Tufts students, but any references to Harvard 
University must be spelled "Hah-vahd" (the Lang Clause).  Submissions to The Zamboni are screened by the Editor-in-Chief and/or the 
Editorial Staff. Decisions are made on the completely subjective grounds of their humor content, but if you're a legacy, we have to take 
you (the McGowen Clause).
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Or email us at TuftsZamboni@gmail.com

Submissions welcome!

Editors Abroad
Andrew "Rooster" Reisman

There are things in the world that we like to believe aren't true. We'd all like to believe that we 
see the world as it really is, free of pretense and personal biases - but sometimes, there are glar-
ing, ugly facts that stare us in the face and say "No. You are wrong, and it's painful to admit, 
but that's the way it is."
 Now I don't want to get too real here. I'll go easy on the truth bombs. But at some point 
you have to face the facts. 'The Wire' is a good show, but it doesn't display the true harshness 
of city life. Also, Kima and Snoop are the only female characters that aren't one-dimensional. 
Also, you've probably given up on most of your childhood dreams. Space exploration has 
pretty much grinded to a halt. Orson Scott Card was a pretty racist dude. Your casual attitude 
toward sex is probably not gonna fly in the dating scene after you graduate. The list goes on.
 But enough with the woe-is-me, that kind of attitude never got anyone anywhere. We've 
got bigger fish to fry. Do you know what fraction of TEMS calls are alcohol-related? Hint: it's 
a lot. Trying to get some action at a party this weekend? We've got some bad news for you. A 
deeper investigation into some bathroom graffiti uncovers some dark secrets about Tufts. And 
no matter how 'hard' you think you go on Saturday nights with your bros, Miley Cyrus is prob-
ably going harder. How does that make you feel?
 We hope that this issue doesn't completely destroy your faith in humanity, but if it does, 
we're sorry. Now if you excuse us, we'll be trying desperately to justify our continued unem-
ployments to our parents in this terrible job market. At least we can write!
          Ain't that a kick in the head?
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By Matthew McGowen
MEDFORD, MA - In response to the Tufts 
Community Union Senate’s prolonged de-
bate about an Optional Essay question asking 
undergraduate applicants to ‘Celebrate their 
nerdy side’, the Admissions department has 
created a task force to further investigate what 
constitutes nerdiness. According to Lee Cof-
fin, Dean of Undergraduate Admissions, “The 
task force will attempt to qualify just what at-
tributes of an applicant constitute that of a nerd. 
We will be working directly with the campus’s 
nerdiest people to craft a nerd archetype, so 
we can really try to weed out the casual geeks 
and people who like The Big Bang Theory.”
 While the committee has yet to finalize 
the list of representatives, the current active 
list contains a Quidditch team captain, the
president of the Linux Users Group, two Pre-
Med students, both with 4.0 grade point aver-
ages, and a few students who were bribed with 
free Anime, Magic: The Gathering cards and 
Steam downloads of The Orange Box. Sourc-
es indicate that ES4 and Comp 40 students 
were recruited but were “way too swamped 
with this project to have enough time, sorry.”
 The committee has already had to tack-
le some tough questions about what it means 
to be a nerd. “A couple of mechanical engi-
neers were really trying to sell being a car 
geek as a nerdy pursuit,” said Max Leibovitz, 
a Freshman chosen to be on the committee 
based on his Star Wars Expanded Universe 
theory that he included in his application. 
“I didn’t really buy it, since I knew a bunch 
of people that were into cars in high school 
and they were definitely not nerds.” Other 
controversial topics still under debate are 
whether TV and film buffs are nerds, whether 
all genres of literature count as nerdy or just 
sci-fi and Star Trek fan fiction, and what the 
Reddit.com ‘karma’ score cutoff should be.
 The committee’s findings, while mostly 
mundane, have not been without controversy. 

When attempting to put some sort of qualifier 
on musical talent, a violinist in the Orches-
tra complained that clearly “not every jabroni 
out on the quad with an acoustic guitar was a 
nerd.” When they attempted to attach some 
sort of external skill cutoff, even more vitriol 
ensued. Senior cellist Julie Gosling claimed 
that “Just because you didn’t make district 
band doesn’t mean you’re not a band geek,” 
while Junior guitarist Adam Stevenson wrote 
an angry editorial to the Daily, claiming 
that “Even though I was an all-state guitar-
ist in high school, I am not a friggin’ nerd.”
 At a Senate roundtable meeting on ner-
diness, the tone was even more heated. “The 
department of athletics shares Halligan with 
computer science and electrical engineering. 

Does that make athletes nerds?” asked Junior 
senator Ryan Tisdale. “I resent that state-
ment,” replied Senior computer engineering 
major and Water Polo tri-captain Jon Everett, 
“as it implies that engineers are nerds and that 
somehow you can be nerdy by association.”
 “Isn’t it possible that nerd is just too 
poorly-defined a term to use effectively as an 
admissions question?” asked Freshman An-
gie Ness. “Wouldn’t it be better to ask a more 
general question about a passion, hobby, or in-
tellectual pursuit?” The senate scoffed at this 
suggestion, calling it ‘more absurd than trays.’

Matthew McGowen is a senior who may or 
may not be majoring in Computer Science, 
not that there's anything nerdy about that.

Tufts Admissions to Create Task Force on Nerds

NERDY

Comic book collections
Listening to Beethoven
More than 6 hours of xbox/day
Being good at calculus
IRC
Cosplaying
PAX East
Warcraft
Linux
Engineering (except Environ-
mental)
Harvard
Getting the jokes in xkcd
Nerdcore

NOT NERDY

Sports (Except Quidditch)
Glasses (now they're hipster)
Skyrim
Lil B
Sex
Taking Math 11 pass/fail
Blogging
Starcraft
Dubstep
Dr. Pepper 10
Studying abroad in Australia
Zooey Deschanel
Spring Break
Beer

Tufts Admissions Nerdy/Not Nerdy list
Revised 2/29/12
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Apparently people still care about this

“Libertarianism is totally feasible” - Student after 3 Economics Classes

By Matthew McGowen
MEDFORD, MA – After attending three 
Principles of Economics classes, sopho-
more James Quinn has concluded that the 
libertarian political philosophy is a feasible 
and ideal form of government for the Unit-
ed States. “The government is too big,” said 
Quinn in a conversation with his hallmates in 
Miller, “and is on the whole pretty useless.”
 “It just makes sense–-people want to 
get the best things for the lowest cost, and 
since consumption drives the market, the 
popular choice wins out. It’s basic econom-
ics,” remarked Quinn, “and the Invisible Hand 
guides the market toward the best possible 
scenario. Government meddling only makes 
it more inefficient.” When told that it was in 
fact Senator John Sherman, and not the Invis-
ible Hand, that wrote the 1890 Sherman Anti-
trust act that limited cartels and monopolies, 
Quinn simply replied, “um,” and shrugged.
 Unfazed by his detractors, Quinn con-
tinued on. “Even if some government inter-
ference in the economy is necessary, there are 

definitely a lot of parts of the government that 
are wasteful. Like public health initiatives 
and stuff? Who cares? It’s not like that ever 
does any good,” said Quinn, who lives in a 
world where polio has been nearly eradicated.
 “And people should be able to pay 
for their own healthcare, none of this 
Obamacare nonsense,” he added, refer-
ring to insurance premiums that aver-
aged over $15,000 per family last year.
 Quinn’s roommate Alan cut him off 

after he used the word bootstrap unironi-
cally too many times. “I’m sorry that you’re 
all too in love with the nanny state to con-
sider my viewpoints,” Quinn scoffed. “I 
can tell you’ve never read Ayn Rand.”
 While some of Quinn’s friends were 
able to get him to concede certain points in 
subsequent conversations, he remained in-
sistent that in practice a libertarian country 
would be successfully run. The Zamboni is 
skeptical of what Quinn’s definition of suc-
cess would be. But given his Rand fandom, 
we imagine it would be an eerie combination 
of The Fountainhead’s architecture and the 
train-based infrastructure of Atlas Shrugged, 
as opposed to Somalia, which hasn’t had a 
central government in over 20 years due to 
civil war and is often descibed as one of the 
poorest and most violent places on earth. 

Matthew McGowen is a senior who 
regularly defrauds the Social Secu-
rity system for his own financial gain.

Boy Discovers He’s Not All He’s Cracked Up to Be

By Connor des Rochers
CHICAGO, IL—Across the nation, today’s 
youth are discovering that they are not the 
perfect combination of priceless traits their 
parents and gifted teachers told them they 
were. Coming out of over-priced institutions 
with majors like Greek Mythology and Xhosa 
Studies, the B.A.’s of today are facing a job-
market more geared towards real majors, like 
Computer Science or Mechanical Engineering. 
 One member of this “lost” generation, 
Martin Hampton, entered the real world with 
a type of naïve excitement only exhibited by 
the upper-middle class kids of the 00’s.  “Yeah, 
I thought everyone was going to be as thrilled 
to hire me as my mom told me they would be,” 

Mr. Hampton said from the Sears customer 
service department. “She said that a Classics 
major with a Communications minor was 
completely applicable in today’s job market.” 
He could also not understand why he was 
only receiving job offers with starting sala-
ries below $150,000 per year, citing his la-
bel as “gifted” all throughout his primary 
years as a sure sign of immediate financial 
success. This mindset was only compound-
ed by the liberal arts college he attended in 
Minnesota, which imprinted upon him the 
idea that he was incomparably unique and 
intelligent. “Nothing makes sense anymore. 
I have a Bachelor’s degree! I’m special! 
I deserve to have everything I was prom-

ised by Mrs. Anderson! [his fourth grade 
gifted program coordinator…and mother].” 
After this conversation, Mr. Hampton Fa-
cebook messaged us saying that he had de-
cided to quit his job at Sears and spend a 
year traveling around Western Europe in 
an attempt to discover his purpose in life. 
When we asked his mother and step fa-
ther about this decision which they were 
financing, they simply stated, “Our boy de-
serves it. He really is special you know!”

Connor is a freshman who is double majoring 
in Engineering and Get a Job, Loser.

Ayn Rand also recieved Medicare benefits.
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For when you've already discussed the weather

“'Melancholia' Is Nothing Like 'Bring It On'” Reports Hilary Friedman, 10

By Vicky Rathsmill, Greg Witz, and Laura 
Rathsmill
ANN ARBOR, MI - For her tenth birthday 
party, Hilary Friedman went with twelve 
of her closest friends to see Danish direc-
tor Lars von Trier’s Melancholia, which 
stars Kirsten Dunst.  Accompanying Hi-
lary were her parents, her twelve-year-old 
brother Jeff, and Jeff’s friend Hector. The 
partygoers expected a lighthearted romantic 
comedy, but were instead surprised to find 
that the film was actually quite depressing.  
 “Kirsten Dunst was in Bring It On, 
one of my favorite movies, and I assumed 
that Melancholia would be a similarly fun 
love story, or at least include dance rou-
tines that we could memorize and do after-
wards at my house,” Friedman said between 
sobs.  Her best friend Erica Alvarez lament-
ed, “Toby McGuire was not in this movie.”
 With a score by Richard Wagner, 
Melancholia was inspired by renowned 
anti-Semite von Trier’s experiences with 
crippling depression. In the film, a planet 
named “Melancholia” is set to destroy the 
Earth. Kirsten Dunst plays Justine, a bride 
suffering from chronic depression. Re-

ports say that it contains no dance routines. 
 While most of the attendees suffered 
from nightmares for a week after watching 
the film, others were much more deeply af-
fected. Friedman's 11-year-old neighbor 
Emma Cohen, for example, has since “liked” 

Antichrist and listed Albert Camus and Soren 
Kierkegaard under “People Who Inspire Me” 
on her Facebook profile.  She has described 
her existence as “drifting” or “floating” and 
has been having frequent bouts of tearful-
ness from thinking about her dismal future.  
 Not all who attended the party were 
disappointed by the film, however.  Liza 
Phillips, another attendee of the party, was 
pleasantly surprised: “Melancholia was 
a taut, psychological thriller with fasci-
nating imagery. Less overtly disturbing 
than Antichrist, but somehow just as in-
tense an experience. Classic Von Trier.” 
Friedman’s older brother Jeff added, “I was 
interested in the way the movie included 
boobs. I guess the planet was kind of cool 
too, but for sci-fi I’d rather watch Star Wars, 
which also has Princess Leia in a bikini. 
But this movie showed the whole boob, so I 
guess it kinda has the edge in the boob de-
partment. Imagine Leia’s boobs though.” 
Hector expressed a similar sentiment: “Came 
for the boobs, stayed for the boobs. 10/10.”
Friedman has since ripped the Kirsten 
Dunst poster off of her bedroom wall.

Study Shows Europe Objectively Cooler, Better than America

By Andrew Reisman
WASHINGTON, DC - A report released 
by the Scientific Wackness and Awesome-
ness Group (SWAG) this past tuesday re-
vealed what is perhaps the most shocking 
and damning evidence in the new playing 
field of European-American relations: Eu-
rope, as a whole continent, is without a doubt 
a better place to live, work, or even simply 
visit, than the United States of America.
 Carl Funkney, president of SWAG, 

a US-based research group, admitted that 
the findings were "incontrovertible. Across 
a variety of factors including air quality, 
prevalence of kickass castles and hot bid-
dies, Europe has America beat by yards."
 "Or should I start saying meters, 
to sound cool?" He added thoughtfully.
 In the days since the release of this 
report, the public outcry has been tremen-
dous. Rob Jankey (LA '12), told The Zam-
boni "It's just not fair. We invented cheese-

burgers and surfboards and rocket ships. All 
Europe has to do is invent minimalist techno 
and not have half of the country support re-
ligious extremism in the guise of fiscal con-
servatism and they 'win'? Totally bogus."

Andrew Reisman contributed reporting from 
Berlin, Paris, Rome, and London. He's prob-
ably going to keep contributing reporting from 
here, if The Zamboni continues to pay for it.
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News
It was on Wikipedia, it must have happened

"Star Wars" Rerelease Further Alienates Fans, Intentionally this Time

SAN FRANCISCO, CA—Mere days after 
the 3D rerelease of Star Wars Episode I: The 
Phantom Menace, director George Lucas has 
unveiled his plans for his updated version of 
Episode II: Attack of the Clones.  However, 
this time, the revelation came with a twist.  
It seems that after years of abuse by diehard 
Star Wars fans, Lucas has finally given up 
on trying to please them.  In fact, his posture 
has become downright belligerent.
 “Frankly, I’m sick of the fans,” ex-
plained Lucas between swigs from a pitcher 
of the “Star Wars” alcoholic fan beverage 

(1 oz. Southern Comfort, 1 oz. amaretto, 1 
oz. sweet and sour mix, 1 oz. Sprite).  “You 
whiney schmucks don’t know how good 
you have it.  When I filmed the original Star 
Wars, the lasers were drawn onto the film 
negatives, Chewbacca was played by an al-
coholic Romanian circus bear, and Tatooine 
was just my nephew’s sandbox.  So yeah, at 
this point, I’m sick of sucking fanboy dick, 
especially since that would probably be the 
first time any of them got to third base.” 
 Lucas went on to detail the changes 
to the new theatrical release of Attack of the 
Clones:  “Well, first off, it’ll still be all in 

3D, but the glasses will be shutter 
shades.  We have a whole ware-
house full of them.  Kanye West 
tried to bribe us with them after 
he auditioned for the part of Mace 
Windu.  He actually wasn’t half 
bad.  So anyway, shutter shades, 
ten bucks a pop.  Then, the first ten 
minutes of the movie will actually 
be just taken from a low-quality 
bootleg of one of the Star Trek 
movies.  And not even a good one.  
It’s the one directed by William 
Shatner.”

 Ironically, audience members 

at a test screening actually seemed to prefer 
this new version.  “When they threw the hive 
full of angry hornets into the audience dur-
ing the climax, it really distracted me from 
Yoda’s ridiculously spasmodic excuse for 
a lightsaber fighting technique,” elaborated 
diehard Star Wars fan and fat director-man 
Kevin Smith.  “And when they replaced 
every line by Jar-Jar Binks with the sound 
of fingernails on a chalkboard, it was a ma-
jor improvement.  It almost made me forget 
about the fact that my 3D glasses had liter-
ally been nailed into my head.”
 “Well, I don’t even care about Star 
Wars, but as a sadomasochist, I thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience,” said an audience 
member who requested to remain anony-
mous.  (Request denied.  His name is Frank 
Franklin.)  “The physical pain really compli-
mented the severe mental and spiritual pain 
caused by the acting, script, direction, and 
gross misuse of legendary actor Sir Christo-
pher Lee.”
 When asked for a comment in light of 
these rave reviews, George Lucas laconically 
replied, “I knew they’d love it,” before light-
ing a cigar made from the pages of horrible 
Star Wars Expanded Universe novels.

By Andy Lang

"All of the Lightsabers" isn't a song yet.  Somebody 
get on that!

By Matthew McGowen
MEDFORD, MA – The American Civic 
League released their annual list of the most 
mediocre cities in the United States yesterday 
and Medford, Massachusetts beat out Marion, 
Indiana, Davenport, Iowa, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
and three-time champion Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania to sit atop it. The list comes alongside the 
League’s coveted “All-America City” award, 
which adjacent Somerville won in 1972 and 
2009. The city is pleased to have earned the 
distinction and Mayor Michael McGlynn 
said at a conference yesterday that “it’s nice 
to be recognized for something, and this at 
least sounds better than ‘Tree City USA’. 

I applaud the citizens of Medford for mak-
ing life in this city outstandingly mundane.”
 The League cited Medford’s complete 
lack of pretty much anything at all as a primary 
motivation for the award. “The difference be-
tween Medford and neighboring Somerville is 
actually pretty striking. Somerville boasts hip 
neighborhoods, ample public transportation, 
thriving music and art scenes, a variety of bars 
and restaurants, and of course, Dave’s. Med-
ford pretty much has none of that,” said League 
member Steven Greene. “It’s not a terrible 
place, crime isn’t a major problem, and there 
are some nice spots, but when I was in town 
I was like ‘damn.’ And who maintains those 

roads? PSYCH, nobody does. They’re crap.”
 Citizens have been more or less indif-
ferent to the award. Don Espinoza, a manager 
at Pizza Hut, shrugged off the award. “I guess 
it’s cool. I don’t really follow stuff like that,” 
he said as he sipped a Dunkin’ Donuts iced 
coffee. “I don’t like what that guy said about 
the roads, but he’s kinda right,” he added.
 “It’s a nice town, we do what we can,” said 
Whole Foods employee Marge Reilly. “We’re 
not a bunch of try-hards like those uppity jerks 
in Somerville.” Somerville residents were too 
busy enjoying their cool bars and proximity 
to Boston and Cambridge to care, sources say.

Medford tops annual “Mediocre Places to Live” list
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Also an excellent fire starter

Prospective Employers Find Man and Mother’s Relationship 
Unnerving, Uncomfortable

By Connor des Rochers
ROCHESTER, NY—Human resources 
chairs across the city are warning each other 
about a new problem child on the job scene. 
Or, to put it more accurately, a new problem-
mother. Since graduating Magna Cum Laude 
from the University of Richmond in May, 
2011, a Mr. Clyde Thompson has had an un-
likely companion for his job interviews. 
 “His credentials were impressive, but 
conducting the interview in the presence 
of his mother was less than preferable and, 
frankly, a little uncomfortable,” stated Sheila 
Nelson, head of talent scouting for the firm 
of Hathaway and Sparrow. “She seemed too 
overbearing and we don’t want to take on 

the headache of two employees while only 
receiving the benefits of one.” She later 
cited his mother serving as a live reference 
as “avant-garde” and her unrealistic ex-
pectations for her son’s salary and benefits 
“distasteful”. “After considering the strange 
control of his mother, we decided to offer 
the job to someone fully separated from the 
umbilical cord.”
 The same problem was noted at the 
regional headquarters of Ty Co., the makers 
of Beanie-Babies. Frank Jones was conduct-
ing the interview. “On paper Mr. Thompson 
seemed to be the perfect applicant: smart, 
motivated, and creative. But when he walked 
into my office linking arms with his mother 

while wearing matching crewneck sweat-
ers, I knew it was too good to be true.” Mr. 
Jones then sat through two and half hours of 
childhood stories ranging from winning the 
coveted “Most Punctual” award on his little 
league team to writing the most adorable 
Valentine’s day cards to his late grandmoth-
er. “It was horrible and I hope that by going 
through this experience no one else will have 
to experience this pain.” 
 Both Mr. Jones and Mrs. Nelson want 
to announce that anyone receiving applica-
tions from this man should be warned that 
he and his mother are extremely dangerous 
and that extreme caution should be taken in 
handling them. 

By Laura Rathsmill and Greg Witz
GINN LIBRARY, FLETCHER SCHOOL OF 
LAW AND DIPLOMACY—Freshman Me-
lissa Richman of Topeka, Kansas disturbed 
hard-working graduate students on Tuesday 
February 26 when she had a seizure at 10pm 
that night.  The reports regarding whether 
any Fletcher students present that evening 
have suffered a drop to their GPA as a result 
of Richman's carelessness are not out yet. 
 Richman set events in motion when she 
chose to study in Ginn, the library designated 
specifically for graduate students belonging 
to the prestigious Fletcher School, rather than 
going to Tisch Library, reserved for students 
who are too young and immature to handle 
the prodigious workload required at Fletcher.  
While working on an extremely trivial es-
say in the playpen reserved for undergradu-
ates, Richman, without any warning to her 
neighbors, forcefully slumped her body to the 
ground, causing a powerful boom to reverber-
ate through the entire room.  This unexpected 
fall startled approximately fifty Fletcher stu-
dents, causing them to lose concentration on 
their important work.  Several of them went 
outside for a cigarette break, unable to con-

centrate due to the noise. Richman then pro-
ceeded to make herself lose consciousness 
and convulse violently on the floor in a man-
ner that further disturbed the grad students.

 Although Richman claims that her sei-
zure was unintentional, several acquaintances 
report that she is an “attention-seeker” and may 
have caused the spectacle for selfish purposes. 
“There was something so meticulous-
ly planned and purposeful about it—I 
think she did it intentionally because she’s 
jealous of us,” one Fletcher student re-
marked in three different languages. 
Several Fletcherites approached Richman in 
the throes of her tantrum and politely asked 
her to quite down, explaining that they were 
working and needed silence.  One of these 

students, Condoleezza Rice Jr., was angered 
by Richman’s indifference: “I crouched on the 
ground next to her convulsing body and said, 
‘Excuse me, I’m working here.  Can you please 
quiet down?’  But she acted like I hadn’t even 
spoken to her—she didn’t even acknowledge 
my presence. I was actually quite annoyed.” 
 After Richman stubbornly continued to 
seize for upwards of a minute, more students 
began asking her to kindly excuse herself if she 
planned to continue her outburst. After regain-
ing consciousness, Richman, ashamed of her 
actions, crawled out of the library and called 
herself an ambulance, disrupting the impas-
sioned sobbing of several Fletcher students in 
front of the building. “I was going make my-
self Ramen noodles and think about how un-
fulfilled I am tonight, but Melissa ruined that 
for me. Now I need to spend all night repairing 
my dissertation,” said Ban Ki-moon Jr. “I’m 
miserable and I hate myself,” added another.
Approximately twenty minutes later, Rich-
man was taken to a nearby hospital, where she 
experienced another seizure and was denied 
treatment until she stopped making a scene.

Undergrad has Seizure in Ginn Library, Asked to Leave

“I was going make myself Ramen 
noodles and think about how un-
fulfilled I am tonight, but Melissa 
ruined that for me. Now I need to 
spend all night repairing my disser-
tation," - Ban Ki-moon Jr.
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So, you’re at a frat party. And you’re dancing with a really hot girl. At least a really hot-when-you’re-belligerently-drunk girl. After 
successfully approaching her from behind mysteriously (without having even made eye contact), clamping your hands on her hips, 
and initiating the Grind, you spin her around so she's facing you. She doesn't object. You go in for the makeout. You proceed to slosh 
your natty light-coated tongue in and out of her mouth. She’s totally into it. She lets you grope her butt, not that you asked for con-
sent. You’re definitely gonna get it in tonight. You ask if she wants to head out. But then the hot girl makes some weird excuse like “I 
need to feed my pet armadillo.” What gives? She was so into you.
Or was she? The Zamboni team has done groundbreaking research on these hot Tufts girls who suddenly become strange zookeep-
ers who need to attend to armadillos, and here’s what we’ve found: they do not have a pet armadillos. They're just not that into you. 
Based on a set of extensive interviews, here are some things your dance partners or soon-to-be hookups say when they’d rather lick 
kerosine off the swings in the tot lot than have sex with you.

These excuses are becoming increasingly popular on the Tufts campus. So, when you’re confronted with any of these lines, just 
know you’re not getting any. In your inebriated state, you may be left wondering, “Why does she suddenly want to go make 
menstrual art?” or “Did I really just dance with Tony Monaco?” But don’t be fooled. It’s time to face the uncomfortable truth: 
she’s just not that into you.

"I have to pee." 
- Sophie Johnson, Freshman (a passerby, 

presumably an upperclassman, commented, 
"Such a rookie line. I just pee on the guy.")

"I have to go do my radio show."
-Jenny Wilkins, WMFO executive director

"I'm a Women's Studies major."
-Esther Cote, Senior and Planned 

Parenthood intern

"I have to go eat a mayonnaise-based 
salad sandwich. Probably egg salad. 

Maybe tuna."
-Jill Owen

"I usually just go back to his 
house, close my eyes, and pre-

tend it's Ellen."
-Portia de Rossi

"My lips are tingling! Are you a great kisser, 
or am I getting another herpes outbreak?" 

-Student who wished to remain anonymous

"Sahrry toots... the last bus to 
Medfud Squayah leaves in ten minutes."

-Jasmine Millett, longtime Medford resident

"I'm the president of your university..."
-Anthony Monaco

"I have to go finish a menstrual blood 
painting I've been working on."

-Jill Owen... again

The Uncomfortable Truth: You're Not Getting Any
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Open your eyes, Tufts 
sheeple.  You are being 
lied to!

On February 12, at 4 in the morning, I awoke to a phone call 
from an unlisted number.  The caller told me that he had 
some shocking secrets that had to be exposed to the world, 
a duty which fell upon yours truly, as (in his own words) a 
“journalist.”  As per his instructions, I located the second 
to last bathroom stall in the Campus Center men’s room.  
On the stall door were a series of messages written in a 
strange cipher (mostly swear words and crude drawings of 
male genitalia).  After slaving over a copy of The DaVinci 
Code for almost ten minutes, I managed to translate the 
messages.  You may find their contents disturbing:

-The man who works at the new gyro stand—
which has been engaged in an increasingly bit-
ter rivalry with that stand operated by Moe 
and (for lack of a better name) Other Moe—is 
actually a sleeper agent sent to infiltrate and 
undermine Tufts’ defenses in preparation for 
an imminent invasion by Harvard.  Harvard’s 
fifth column also extends to the crew team, 
the Peace and Justice Studies department, and 
several high-ranking members of Tufts Dance 
Collective.

-Michelle Kwan was forced to leave Fletcher 
School because she knew the identity of 
the Tisch Masturbator.  The upper eche-
lons of Tufts administrators also know the 
Masturbator's identity.  They are just keep-
ing it secret because they just hate us, so, 
so much.

-NQR was never actually canceled.  Every-
one is just playing an elaborate practical 
joke on you to keep you out of the event, 
because nobody wants to see your junk.

-A series of underground tunnels connect Gifford 
House (where the president lives), Helen’s, all three 
sororities and the Crafts Center.  They were con-
structed and are maintained by the new pledgees of 
several fraternities as part of the initiation process.  
These catacombs also serve as resting places for 
the bones of Jumbo and his clones.

-The SIS Project Building is just a holo-
gram.  After all, when was the last time you 
actually saw anyone enter or leave that build-
ing?  If you think you have, then that’s just 
the fluoride in the Natty Light messing with 
your perception of reality.

-Several important technologies used on Tufts campus 
were developed with the assistance of extraterrestri-
als.  These include the Joey, Trunk, the cannon (actu-
ally an interstellar death ray), the genetically-engineered 
albino squirrels, and the massive soul-harvesting facil-
ity located under Lewis Hall.

-The stir-fry at Dewick dining hall contains 
mind-control parasites that force students 
to major in International Relations.  In spite 
of this fact, it is an objective fact that the 
food at Dewick is still better than the food 
at Carmichael, because the food at Carmi-
chael is made of people.

By Andy Lang
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By Will Owen
 We all know that sad girl who seizes any opportunity to 
wear her riding hat. She’s the same girl who’s seen Seabiscuit thir-
ty-four times and who views horsehair allergies as a sign of per-
sonal failure. In her defense, horseback riding is an efficient mode 
of transportation for those who live in Colonial Williamsburg. 
It also provides a charming excuse to blackout on mint juleps at 
your neighbor’s annual Kentucky Derby party. However, hav-
ing a horse simply does not make up for a lack of human friends.
 Sixteen-year old Sheila Carter has a classic case of what psy-
chologists are calling “Horse Girl Syndrome.” Along with daily 
riding practice, Sheila spends every weekend night having slee-
povers with her horse, Mica. Like any other pair of high school 
girls, Sheila and Mica love to swap shoes. “Mica is a fiend for 
wedges!” Sheila declares as she attempts to hot glue a pair of Mi-
ca’s horseshoes to the soles of her own already puss-spewing feet. 
 Sheila then pops in an episode of Gilmore Girls after shoveling 
Mica’s shit from her box stall. “Mica is so sassy like Lorelei, and I’m 
so Rory with my understated beauty!” Sheila giggles through a wired-
shut jaw. The injury was a result of a kick to the face when Sheila at-
tempted to braid Mica’s hair the prior Friday. Mica’s vacant stare at the 
television show is all too revealing that horses and teenage girls have 
about as much in common as Human Rights Campaign and the NRA. 
 Experts on “Horse Girl Syndrome” claim the psychological 
disorder has even graver consequences than a dislocated jaw. Girls 
who are obsessed with their horses shockingly begin to look like 
horses. This can occur due to physical elongation of the face and other 
natural adaptations, but can also be driven by personal beauty choices. 
 Fourteen-year old Kimberly Caldwell became an exam-
ple of the latter after having appalling porcelain veneers mold-
ed to her teeth. “Eat Pray Love is my favorite movie! I just 
wanted to look like Julia Roberts,” Kimberly insists when in-
quired about her choice. However, her parents, who admit that 
she now looks more like Jerry Seinfeld, divulged that Kim-
berly really wanted to more closely resemble her horse Patriot. 
 Parents should not take “Horse Girl Syndrome” lightly. It 
is not just another attention-getting scheme common among teen-
agers, like shoplifting or pretending to enjoy the taste of human 
blood. Untreated HGS can result in lifelong virginity, as well as an 
acute form of schizophrenia. Intensive therapy can quell the situa-
tion, but hospitalization is highly encouraged before your daugh-
ter reaches the “neighing and whinnying phase” of the illness.

By Andrew Reisman
 Do you drink to get drunk? Do you drink to get hammered? 
Do you drink to throw up? You should be ashamed of yourself, be-
cause a new report by Tufts Emergency Medical Services claims 
that an astonishing 83 out of 87 (and yes, that is the best statistic 
they could come up with) of all TEMS calls are caused by alcohol 
abuse. We here at The Zamboni would just like to let that sink in.
 We would also like to announce, with the word count left in this 
article, that Goddard Chapel hosts meetings of Alcoholics Anony-
mous every Saturday from 11 PM to 2 AM. Which, you know, we at 
The Zamboni couldn't imagine you being busy at that time anyway, 
right?  We mean, it's so late and it's not like you have class or work then.

Horses are not Adequate Stand-ins 
for Best Friends

Binge Drinking, Alcoholism
Culprit in Most TEMS Calls

Health Watch is sponsored by:
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ZAMBONI EXCLUSIVE:
Khloe, You're Adopted

By Connor des Rochers

	 You	 can	finally	 stop	 guessing:	Khloe	
Kardashian	 is	 not	 a	Kardashian.	Today,	 the	
newly	 emancipated	 celeb	 took	 to	Twitter	
to	make	 the	 gargantuan	 announcement	 that	
is	 shocking	 all	 of	 Hollywood.	 This	 rev-
elation	 comes	 just	weeks	 after	 critics	 took	
to	 the	 blogosphere	 questioning	 the	 ex-Kar-
dashian's	heritage	and	calling	for	a	DNA	test.
	 Taylor	Sharp,	 a	 celebrity	 blogger	 and	
amateur	 psychic	 searching	 for	 online	 fame,	
says	 that	 her	 blog,	CelestialCelebz,	was	 the	
first	to	raise	the	question	about	Khloe's	heri-
tage.	“I	mean,	have	you	seen	Khloe?	There's	
no	way	 that	 she	 is	 related	 to	my	girl,	Kim.			
Life's	just	not	that	cruel.”	She	later	referenced	
Khloe's	larger	stature,	stable	marriage,	and	a	
turquoise	aura	as	further	reasons	for	doubting	
her	 lineage.	 “Kim	and	Kourtney	have	 swan	
spirit	 animals	while	Khloe's	 is	 definitely	 a	
lion...Spirit	animals	are	my	forte...”	she	added	
with	 her	 certificate	 of	magic	 from	Marnie's	
Crystal	Parlor	hanging	on	the	wall	behind	her.	
Ms.	Sharp	also	noted	that	foot	traffic	on	her	
blog	has	doubled	since	her	initial	post.	“I	just	
want	 to	 thank	Khloe	for	stripping	herself	of	
her	happiness	to	give	me	undeserved	fame.”
	 Kim,	 Rob,	 Kourtney,	 and	 the	 two	
other	 ones,	 along	 with	 their	 parents,	 all	
have	 remained	without	 comment.	However	
Kris	Jenner	was	spotted	crying	in	a	Neiman	
Marcus	while	 on	 a	 stress-induced	 shopping	
spree.	 She	 was	 quoted	 as	 moaning,	 “No	
amount	of	Chanel	can	buy	me	my	daughter!”
	 In	 a	 shockingly	 optimistic	 response,	
Khloe	 took	 the	Twitter-sphere	 by	 storm	 to	
get	the	word	out:	“Today	is	a	sad	day,	and	it's	
strange	 to	 no	 longer	 be	 amongst	America's	
first	family,	but	I'm	ready	to	move	on	to	big-
ger	and	better	things!”	Later,	in	an	interview	
with	 E!	News'	 own	Ryan	 Seacrest,	Khloe	

said	that	this	was	the	perfect	opportunity	for	
her	 and	Lamar	 to	 emerge	 from	her	 sisters'	
much	 smaller	 shadows.	 “I	 definitely	 have	
the	star	power	to	survive	in	Hollywood	with-
out	my	 family's	 name	 to	 support	me,”	 she	
stated	 triumphantly	 in	 the	 same	 interview.
	 Ryan	 Seacrest	 also	 divulged	 plans	
to	 launch	 a	 new	E!	Reality	 television	 show	
centering	around	Khloe's	search	for	her	birth	
parents.	No	more	details	have	been	released	
but	 it	 is	 rumored	 that	 the	 show's	 name	will	
emulate	past	Kardashian	shows,	such	as	Kim 
and Kourtney Take New York.	 Seacrest	was	
spotted	 scouting	 the	 cities	 of	Buffalo,	De-
troit,	and	Omaha	as	possible	spin-off	locales.
	 While	the	news	was	having	huge	affects	
in	Los	Angeles,	it	was	also	upending	the	lives	
of	everyday	Americans	around	the	country.	Ju-

nie	Clark	of	Muscatine,	Iowa,	tweeted,	“I	don't	
know	how	I	can	continue	living	knowing	that	
the	Kardashian	family	is	being	torn	apart.	It's	
just	too	much	to	take	in	right	now.	Like	losing	a	
child	of	my	own.”	Even	President	Obama	had	a	
comment	about	the	Khloe	scandal,	announcing	
during	a	press	conference,	“We	are	all	here	for	
Khloe	if	she	needs	any	help.	This	is	a	tragedy	
of	a	national	scale	and	needs	remedying	im-
mediately	so	we	can	all	begin	 to	move	on.”
	 “On	 the	 bright	 side,”	 Carmen	 from	
Harrisburg,	 PA	 writes,	 “she	 can	 finally	
change	 her	 name	 to	 a	 normal	 spelling.	
Spelling	 'Chloe'	with	 a	 'K'	 is	 just	 stupid.”

Connor des Rochers is The	Zamboni's resident 
Kardashian Korrespondant. It's okay, all the 
new editors have to do it for a while.

Coming	this	summer,	the	reality	show	literally	nobody	was	asking	for!	Airs	Tuesdays	at	9	PM	Eastern.
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By Will Owen
 With in vitro fertilization becoming 
more widespread, Zack and Cody are no lon-
ger just washed-up Disney Channel stars that 
now “study” at NYU. Multiples of all kinds 
– twins, triplets, quadruplets – are becom-
ing more and more ubiquitous on the Tufts 
campus. You can’t meet anyone anymore 
who doesn’t have a twin either studying at 
Wesleyan or dwelling in his or her stomach 
linings due to “womb hogging” by the host 
twin. 
 Many Tufts “singletons” are fed up 
with the difficulty in telling their fellow 
students apart. They also criticize the use of 
“medieval witchcraft” many twins use to get 
attention and gain an academic edge. 
 Mac and Gil Cohen are two stereotyp-
ical campus twins who are accused of such 
“mysticism.” Although Mac goes to Vassar 
College, the pair have a “hip party trick” 
where Mac will materialize out of thin air if 
Gil mentions Existentialism, Waldorf salads, 

and/or Roseanne Barr. The two then dance 
to Celtic flute music and chant charms, all 
while using their “twin telepathy” on fel-
low partygoers. “It’s not cute. It’s not funny. 
It’s not charming. It’s just fucking embar-
rassing,” groans Ray Olstein, a faithful but 
frustrated friend of the twins. 
 Traditional Welsh dance is not all 
that’s irritating Tufts students in regard to 
twins. Many have trouble dodging the awk-
wardness that comes when “one twin sucks” 
while the other one is likable. Calliope and 
Nadine Rose are a pair of twins that repre-
sent such a disturbing disconnect. Calliope 
is a locally famous drag king who does a 
killer Larry David impersonation and has 
a wit that can wither flowers. Nadine, on 
the other hand, prefers to watch Felicity on 
Friday nights before having erotic dreams 
about Chad from Nickelback. “I guess she 
can tag along when Calliope and I hang out, 
but I’m tired of her insisting that Creed is an 
alternative band,” Vicky Clark admits at one 

of Calliope’s performances. This is just one 
example of the painful discomfort that can 
come from inconsistency in the likability of 
twins. 
 Many Tufts students have observed 
that twins are quickly being commoditized 
as the “new gay best friends.” Such com-
moditization is not new, with shows like 
Sister, Sister and movies like The Shining 
depicting twins as a fun addition to your 
friend group. Nothing is more of a status 
symbol than having two people who look the 
same on either arm. Even so, multiples are 
still largely disdained for their air of mystery 
and “general creepiness.” Tufts is a long 
way from becoming the next Twinsburg, 
Ohio, the location of an annual twin conven-
tion, but the number of twins is still leading 
to general bewilderment among the student 
body. No one’s prepared to see double unless 
they had preset plans to get TEMSed. 

Abundance of twins on campus leaves students confused, unsettled
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By Emily Barns
 Gone are the days of chasing Jackson 
around the house, writing songs to remember 
the bones of the body, and leading the nau-
seating on-screen double life of America's 
tweensation, Miley Cyrus. Nowadays, the 
once tolerable Southern belle most likely 
spends her time chasing Jackson into the 
bedroom, exploring different bones of the 
body, and leading a life that even Bristol 
Palin would frown upon.
 Most child Disney stars struggle to 
shed their Disney image. But Miley Cyrus 
didn't just shed it. She stripped and burned 
it, and then snorted a line of the ashes be-
fore going on stage in Budapest. Miley isn't 
just more rebellious, hardcore, and, well, 
bad@$$ than the average Disney star. Face 
it, America: Miley Cyrus is more hardcore 
than you.
 While her per-movie income has 
plummeted since coming out of the Dis-
ney closet, Miley's street cred has soared. 
Tabloids report results from polls that show 
that although Miley's likeability as a singer-
actress and just as a person in general has 
drastically decreased, readers report higher 
levels of respect and feelings of intimidation 
towards Ms. Cyrus. These results must be 
caused by her very dramatic and very pub-
lic rebellions against her past as America's 
favorite tweenybopper.
 Miley seems to have completely rid 
her life of her Disney past. In an interview 
with Vanity Fair, when asked about her feel-

ings on leaving the Magic Kingdom, Miley 
answered "Magic Kingdom? Oh, sorry. I 
don't have any, but I know a guy who does." 

Not only did a video of Miley smoking the 
hallucinogen salvia out of a bong go viral 
in 2010, but also Miley has taken on more 
adult roles in movies and created a more 
risqué public image for herself. When the 
Vanity Fair representative asked Miley why 
she finally decided to leave her hit TV show 
Hannah Montana, she said "I just really 
want to expand by horizons as an actress. I 
need to challenge myself in order to grow as 
an artist." Miley, in a huge departure from 
her daily life, stars in the upcoming movie 
LOL, set to premiere Summer 2012, which 
features Cyrus in the role of a troubled teen-
age girl experimenting with booze and boys.
 We contacted Miley's former Han-
nah Montana co-stars and off-screen BFF's 

Emily Osment and Mitchell Musso to com-
ment on Cyrus's changes. "I always knew 
there was something 'off' about her," reports 
Musso, "She used to take her 'happy breaks' 
in between scenes and go to the bathroom 
alone. At first I thought it was just a girl 
thing, but then I realized that Emily wouldn't 
go with her, so I knew something was up." 
Osment, on the other hand, was unable to 
comment because she was too busy pro-
moting her new TV show Morgan Oregon 
(airing on Tuesdays at 10PM on the Disney 
Channel), in which Osment yet again plays 
the supporting character to a undercover 
superstar. Osment, whose big role in 2012 
was a cameo in the movie Johnny English 
Reborn, has had a very busy year.
 With scandalous choreography, drug 
use, and an older man, Miley is making par-
ents across the nation toss and turn at night. 
The most devastated of all is Miley's father, 
Billy Ray Cyrus himself. Due to the fact that 
he no longer has anyone to sing duets with, 
Billy Ray has recently been suffering from 
severe writer's block and mild depression, 
according to a source close to the family. 
When asked about the musical ability of 
youngest daughter Noah, 12, and son Brai-
son, 17, Billy Ray commented, "Noah's a 
little past her time and Braison just doesn't 
look good in a blonde wig. No one can re-
place my Miles." While Miley may be every 
parent's nightmare, she's living every teenag-
er's dream. One thing's clear: this bitch can't 
be tamed.

celebrities that go 
way harder than you:

MILEY CYRUS

From Pop Idol to Party Animal
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POINT COUNTERPOINT

Why it could suck: How it could be worse:

B
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As filming continues in anticipation of a late 2012 release, the long-awaited adaptation of J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit (it’s like a pre-
quel to The Lord of the Rings but was actually written first—I didn’t even know that was a thing anymore) is off to a promising start, 
with screenwriter-director Peter Jackson back on board to tell the story of how Bilbo Baggins came into possession of the One Ring.  
That said, there still remains some troubling facts about the project that threaten to ruin the whole thing.  However, we at the Zamboni 
are nothing if not glass-half-full-type people, so allow us to share our concerns and then illustrate how it could all be much, much shit-
tier.  It’s time for…

Let's Make the "Hobbit" Films Worse!

Even though Tolkien’s book is shorter than any of the LotR books, 
the filmmakers have given into pressure from Harry Potter and 
Twilight and divided the film into two installments—An Unexpect-
ed Journey and There and Back Again—to be released one year 
apart.

Jackson and friends split the film into four parts, with the whole 
thing playing at 50% speed.  Or alternatively, the second movie is 
called Untitled Second Installment in The Hobbit Duology.

Instead of the Fellowship, Bilbo travels with like a dozen fucking 
dwarves, and Gandalf isn’t even around half the time.  How could 
a bunch of generic dwarves live up to the high standards set by the 
interesting and diverse Fellowship in the original films?

For budgetary reasons and to simplify the story, ten minutes in, 
all the dwarves fuse together Voltron-style to form a super-sized 
dwarf.  Of course, a super-sized dwarf is only five and a half feet 
tall.

Actress Evangeline Lily, best known as Kate from Lost, has been 
cast as Tauriel, an original elf character created specifically for 
the film.  Jackson assures us that she will not be a love interest of 
Legolas.

Jackson is lying through his vegimite-encrusted teeth and Evan-
geline Lily’s character is indeed supposed to end up with Legolas.  
In response, thousands of angry fans travel back in time and stop 
Lily from being born.  As a result, in this new alternate future ver-
sion of Lost, Kate is played by J.J. Abrams in a wig and lipstick.

While he had lots of split-personality to do in LotR, Gollum’s only 
appearance in The Hobbit is limited to a scene in which he engages 
Bilbo in a, no shit, high-stakes riddle-off for possession of the 
Ring.

Instead of acclaimed CG actor Andy Serkis, Gollum is played by 
Ridley Scott, because puns.

In the book, the major villain, an evil dragon named Smaug, can 
talk.  While talking dragons tend to evoke Vietnam-style flash-
backs of Sean Connery in Dragonheart, this kind of seems un-
avoidable if the adaptation is to be faithful.  Smaug will be voiced 
by the ridiculously-named British actor Benedict Cumberbatch.

Two words: Gilbert Gottfried.  Wait, that might actually make the 
movie better.

When the first part of The Hobbit premiers at the end of this year, 
it will have been over ten years since the first LotR flim came out.  
All the returning writers and actors, and especially Jackson, have 
worked on numerous other projects since then and may have trou-
ble getting back into the Middle Earth groove.
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Zamboni Mailbag
The Zamboni has many friends and foes alike, as well as a few foreign princes that we're in contact with regarding some substan-

tial transactions (see what happens when you cut our budget, ALBO?) Sometimes, they send us mail. Here it is. Got a question that 
you'd like to have answered? Send us a line at tuftszamboni@gmail.com and maybe you'll end up here!

Dear Chairperson/President,
 (Summary: [Company name redacted] 
is a fashion retailer. We would like to offer 
member benefits to Zamboni members, or a 
sponsorship opportunity with you.)
 [Company name] [website redacted] 
is a fashion retailer and we are currently 
looking at member welfare partnerships or 
club sponsorship opportunities to further 
build our brand image. We believe that we 
have a good match between students' life-
style and our business model:
our apparel focus along youth styles
we adopt a low, penetrative, pricing strategy, 
exemplified by our frequent campaigns of 
50% off member discounts
we offer worldwide delivery to students' 
doorsteps, including dormitory and student 
hostel addresses

A bit more about us:
[We were] started in 2009 as an initiative of 
[Corporate conglomerate redacted]. We are 
based on Hong Kong. Our aim is to hand-
pick the best fashion straight from source 
and deliver it at cut-prices to worldwide 
customers. You can find out more about us 
through:
Our website: [redacted]
Our Facebook page: [redacted]
Our Twitter: [redacted]
We currently aim at further building up our 
brand image, so, we would like to offer $10 
[redacted] fashion cash coupons to Zamboni 
members. There is no hidden cost, minimum 
purchase value, etc; they can be used with 
other [redacted] offers and discounts. They 
are simply $10 cash that students can spend 
on our apparel. Alternatively, if you are 
looking at sponsorship-type partnerships, 
please let us know more about it.
 We firmly believe that this would bring 
genuine savings and benefits to students; 
while we gain brand exposure - a mutually 
beneficial scenario.
 Please let us know what you think. We 

look forward to bringing true value to Zam-
boni members, and building a partnership 
with you.
Yours faithfully,
[Redacted]
Director
[Redacted]

Dear [Redacted],
 First of all, you flatter me, as I am nei-
ther Chairperson nor President of anything. 
But enough pleasantries. Let's talk shop.
 Nice job with the business front. 
Fashion and apparel - the perfect cover for a 
[redacted] operation.
 I like the idea of offering frequent 
50% off campaigns - make our [redacted] so 
cheap that the kids can't afford NOT to buy 
it! They'll go like [redacted] at a [redacted] 
convention!
 Now I appreciate the offer of $10 cou-
pons, but the first law of dealing [redacted] 
is that you never get high on your own sup-
ply. Don't let that deter you. You'll find that 
our hoppers - excuse me, editors - will be 
more than capable of [redacted]. Send your 
shipments to [redacted] and ask for Lonnie. 
He'll know what to do.
 -Z

***
 Lists bring order to chaos, keeping the 
hoi polloi from lowering the tone at exclu-
sive nightclubs and ensuring that hit men 
don't accidentally snip the wrong brakes.
 They also give people who don't fol-
low the news and aren't obsessed with the 
personal affairs of others things to talk 
about – top films featuring a fruit in the title 
(A Clockwork Orange for number one), or 
top celebrities with whom I would readily 
fornicate if they suddenly took an interest in 
poor, unknown people who make up fantasy 
lists in bars.
 We love lists. That they are custom 
made for writers who break into a flop sweat 
when asked to go beyond a few sentences 

following a bullet point is immaterial.
 We're The Shark Guys*. Our book 
Tastes Like Human: The Shark Guys' Book 
of Bitingly Funny Lists is a list book, but 
unlike some in the genre it's not crammed 
with trivia – we list neither the four fattest 
astronauts to be launched in a lunar probe 
nor the top 10 people who drowned trying to 
build a car that floats. 
 Instead, we weigh in on each of the 
entries in a unique, irreverent, teeth-baring 
and editorializing essay style that review-
ers went gaga for in our debut, The Man 
Who Scared a Shark to Death and Other 
True Tales of Drunken Debauchery (Penguin 
Global 2007), with lists like:

People Killed While Singing Karaoke
Great Moments in Sitting
Easiest Majors in College
Prank Calls Gone Wrong
Most Useless Professions

...and at least one exploding whale (you'll 
have to check that list out for yourself). 
 It's not for the faint of heart, nor any-
one in the placebo group of a hypertension 
study. 
 We'd love it if someone on your staff 
can review the book in the Zamboni. Our 
site, www.thesharkguys.com is a popular 
campus read and our list of the Easiest Ma-
jors in College has proven to be a huge hit 
online. 
 I can have a PDF file of the eBook 
sent to you (or ePub) at your convenience.  
Thanks.
Regards,
[Redacted]

Dear esteemed authors,
 Thanks for the offer! We'd love to take 
you up on it but reading books is for nerds.
Sincerely,
 -Z
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